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he obtained from Domitian, prove that the Emperor
was afraid of driving him to extremities. Deccbalus
restored the prisoners, whom he had taken, and re-
ceived in. return the title of king; while Domitian
added the surname of u the Dacian" to his other
designations, and celebrated on his return an empty
triumph in honour of his vicarious successes. Slaves,
specially hired for the occasion, personified the van-
quished in the victor's procession, and the courtly
poets, Martial and Statius, praised the Imperial
u clemency which had given back to the Dacian s
their mountain home." A forged letter of Decebalus,
imploring the Emperor to spare his country, was read
before the credulous senate, but the shrewd common-
sense of the people detected the fraud and mocked at
the " funeral of the Dacian dead," Domitian had, in
fact, bought his scanty laurels by the promise of an
annual tribute to Decebalus.

But the accession of Trajan, in 98 A.D., soon put an
end to this ignominious arrangement. It is clear
that the object of the great Emperor, whose name has
ever since been connected with the history of Ron-
mania, was not primarily the conquest of the country,
but the removal of this irritating burden. The fullest
preparations were made to show the "barbarians,"
that they were no longer able to insult the majesty of
Rome with impunity. Six legions were assembled
at the present town of Kostolac in Servia, where they
were reviewed by the Emperor. A poet was engaged
to celebrate the forthcoming exploits of the Roman
arms in an epic, and Trajan himself, like his proto-
type Caesar, found time to jot down his impressions